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RESIDENTS DIVIDED ON REOPENING SCHOOLS; WIDE PARTISAN GAPS IN COMFORT WITH PUBLIC ACTIVITIES
DURHAM, NH - New Hampshire residents are divided on reopening schools in the fal with equal support for enrely in-person and
enrely remote learning while a plurality support a mix of the two. Residents are only somewhat more comfortable parcipang in most
public acvies than they were in June but large parsan gaps persist. An increasing number of Granite Staters say they know someone
who has been diagnosed with COVID-19.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Panel* survey, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Two
thousand twenty-two (2,022) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between July 16 and July 28, 2020. The margin
of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.2 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to
targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels
provided by the New Hampshire Secretary of State. The Granite State Panel is a probability-based web panel recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire. Individual surveys are completed by panel members by
computer, tablet, or smart phone.
K-12 Educaon in NH
New Hampshire schools are considering a range of opons for educang students in the coming school year while coping with COVID-19.
When asked broadly how they would prefer teaching be conducted at their local K-12 public school, a quarter (24%) of New Hampshire
residents would like teaching to be conducted enrely in-person, 23% would like it to be conducted enrely through remote learning,
40% would prefer a mix of in-person teaching and remote learning, and 13% don't know or are unsure.
Parents and guardians of K-12 students (N=384) are slightly more in favor of in-person teaching: 35% prefer in-person instrucon, 22%
prefer enrely remote learning, and 38% would prefer a mix. By contrast, half (49%) of K-12 teachers, administrators, and staff (N=110)
prefer remote learning, only 22% prefer in-person teaching, and 27% would prefer a mix.
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Preferred K-12 Teaching Method at Local Public School
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Preferred K-12 Teaching Method at Local Public School - By Party Idenficaon - July 2020






























Not at al comfortable
Don't know/Not sure
Republicans and Democrats have markedly different opinions on school instrucon. Among Republicans, half (50%) prefer in-person
teaching, only 10% prefer instrucon to be conducted enrely through remote learning, and 31% would prefer a mix of the two. By
contrast, one-third (34%) of Democrats prefer teaching be conducted enrely through remote learning, only 3% would prefer it be done
enrely in-person, and 46% would prefer a mix of the two. Independents are more divided: 17% prefer in-person teaching only, 26%
prefer remote learning only, and 46% prefer a mix of the two.
How Comfortable Sending Child or Children to Local Public School for New School Year
Among parents and guardians of K-12 students (N=384), just over half (55%) say they are very (23%) or somewhat (32%) comfortable
sending their child or children to their local public school when classes begin later this summer, 42% say they are not very (20%) or not
at al (22%) comfortable sending their children back to school, and 3% don't know or are unsure. The percentage of parents and
guardians who are comfortable sending their child or children back to school has declined since June (67%).
Personal Experience with COVID-19
Nearly half (47%) of New Hampshire residents say that they know someone who has contracted COVID-19 while 53% do not know
anyone who has. The percentage who know someone who has contracted COVID-19 has increased since June (35%) and May (34%).
Comfort with sending one's children back to school differs markedly by gender among New Hampshire parents and guardians. Only 44%
of women say they are very (15%) or somewhat (29%) comfortable sending their children back to school while more than half (54%) say
they are not very (20%) or not at al (34%) comfortable doing so. By contrast, 70% of men say they are very (34%) or somewhat (37%)
comfortable sending their children back to school and only 29% are not very (19%) or not at al (10%) comfortable doing so. In June,
women and men were about equaly comfortable sending their children back to school, but since that me, women have become a
good deal less comfortable and men have become slightly more comfortable.







Do You Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19
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Not at al comfortable
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Don't know/Not sure
How Comfortable Sending Child or Children to Local Public School for New School Year - By Gender










Confidence in State Government's Ability to Respond Effecvely to COVID-19 Crisis
Very confident Somewhat confident Not very confident Not confident at al Don't know/Not sure
More than three-quarters (79%) of Granite Staters say that they are very (35%) or somewhat (44%) confident in the state government's
ability to respond effecvely to the COVID-19 crisis. Fourteen percent say they are not very confident, 4% are not confident at al, and
2% don't know or are unsure. This confidence is largely biparsan: 71% of Democrats, 76% of Independents, and 90% of Republicans are
confident in the government's ability to respond effecvely.
Confidence in the state government's ability to respond effecvely contrasts sharply with Granite Staters' confidence in the federal
government. Only 36% are very or somewhat confident in the federal government's ability to respond effecvely, compared to 79%
who are confident in the state government.
Respondents from al of the groups below are more likely than in June to know someone who has contracted COVID-19, with the large
increases among self-idenfied Democrats and Independents, as wel as those aged 18 to 49 and men.




































Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19 - Change from June to July 2020
Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19 - Change from May to June 2020
Respondents were asked when they would be comfortable engaging in several acvies outside of their homes. Majories of New
Hampshire residents who plan to parcipate in the acvity are currently comfortable going to a golf course (84%), eang outdoors at a
restaurant (71%), going to a barber shop or hair salon (68%), going to a state inland beach (62%), going to a state beach on the ocean
(61%), and going to a church service (55%). Slightly fewer respondents are currently comfortable eang indoors at a restaurant (49%),
going to a large polical raly (43%), going to a gym or health club (43%), or going to a bar or pub (42%). Most residents are sl not
comfortable aending a wedding with 50 or more people (35% comfortable now), going to a colege or professional athlec stadium
(35%), going to a large concert (29%), or going to a movie theater (29%). One-third or more of respondents say they wil not be
comfortable doing these things unl someme in 2021.
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As in June, Democrats and Republicans have very different comfort levels engaging in these acvies. More than half of Republicans are
currently comfortable parcipang in al of these acvies, while less than half of Democrats are comfortable parcipang in al but
three. Republicans are 71 percentage points more likely than Democrats to say they are currently comfortable going to a church service
and are similarly far more likely than Democrats to be comfortable going to a large-scale polical raly (+68), going to a bar or pub (+66),
going to a large concert (+58), aending a wedding with 50 or more people (+57), and going to a colege or professional athlec stadium
(56%).
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Currently Comfortable Doing the Folowing Things - July 2020 - By Party Idenficaon
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
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Currently Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Things - Change from June to July 2020
Granite Staters are slightly more comfortable currently parcipang in many of these acvies than they were in June. The percentage of
respondents who plan to do these things who are currently comfortable eang indoors at a restaurant (+9) and eang at a restaurant
sing outside (+7) have increased the most since June. Most other acvies have experienced only smal increases in the percentage of
residents comfortable engaging in them, while slightly fewer (-5) residents than in June say they are currently comfortable going to a
movie theater.
While Granite Staters are becoming slightly more likely to be comfortable parcipang in these acvies, a significant percentage of
Granite Staters expect that they wil sl not be comfortable doing many of these acvies even months from now. This could
significantly slow economic recovery in the state. Currently, at least two-thirds of state residents are comfortable going to a golf course,
eang outside at a restaurant, and going to a barber shop or hair salon. By August, at least two-thirds say they wil feel comfortable going
to an inland beach and to a state beach on the ocean, and by November or December, at least two-thirds say they wil be comfortable
going to a church service. However, less than two-thirds expect even by December that they wil be comfortable eang inside at a
restuarant or going to a large-scale polical raly, a gym or health club, a bar or pub, a wedding with fiy or more people, a colege or
professional athlec stadium, a movie theater, or a large concert.
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When At Least Two-Thirds Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Things
66% or more comfortable Less than 66% comfortable
When Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Things - Cumulave Chart
Granite State Panel Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Panel survey, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Two
thousand twenty-two (2,022) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between July 16 and July 28, 2020. The margin
of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.2 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The design effect for the
survey is 2.3%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the New Hampshire Secretary of
State.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 5,500 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center. The response rate for the July 2020 Granite State Panel is 38%.
The number or respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.















































































Granite State Panel, July 2020 Demographics
Preferred K-12 Teaching Method at Local Public School
Based on what you know now, which of the folowing best describes your preference for teaching at your local public school when the
next school year begins in the late summer/early fal?









Confidence in State Government's Ability to Respond Effecvely to Current Outbreak of Coronavirus in New Hampshire
How confident are you in the state government's ability to respond effecvely to the current outbreak of coronavirus in New
Hampshire?











Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19








How Comfortable Sending Child or Children to Local Public School for New School Year
Based on what you know now, how comfortable are you with sending your child or children to your local public school when the next
school year begins in the late summer/early fal?
Very comfortable
Somewhat












When Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Things
Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things?
Now Later in May
Later in
June Later in July July-August August
Attending a wedding with 50 or more people June 2020
July 2020
Eating at a restaurant sitting inside May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Eating at a restaurant sitting outside May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a bar or pub June 2020
July 2020
Going to a barber shop or hair salon May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a church service May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a colege or professional athletic stadium June 2020
July 2020
Going to a golf course May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a gym or health club May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a large concert June 2020
July 2020
Going to a large-scale political raly June 2020
July 2020
Going to a movie theater May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a state beach on the ocean May 2020
June 2020
July 2020








































When Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Things












Attending a wedding with 50 or more people June 2020
July 2020
Eating at a restaurant sitting inside May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Eating at a restaurant sitting outside May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a bar or pub June 2020
July 2020
Going to a barber shop or hair salon May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a church service May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a colege or professional athletic stadium June 2020
July 2020
Going to a golf course May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a gym or health club May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a large concert June 2020
July 2020
Going to a large-scale political raly June 2020
July 2020
Going to a movie theater May 2020
June 2020
July 2020
Going to a state beach on the ocean May 2020
June 2020
July 2020














































































Preferred K-12 Teaching Method at Local Public School






































































































































































































































































































































































































































Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19
Yes No



































































































































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -









































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -






























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -































































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -




























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -




























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -






























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -



























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -































































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -




























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
















































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -














































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -




















































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
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